
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

What a difference a few days makes – glorious sunshine through to today’s rain and gloom! Still, at 
Hampreston, we always put our best foot forwards as we tackle each new challenge.  

Collection from School 

To ensure that the children are safely collected at the end of the day, it is vital that the school knows who is 
collecting each child. We understand that on occasion, traffic or unavoidable situations can cause delays and 
we are happy to keep your child safely with us until you arrive. If you are going to be late, please could you 
phone the school rather than another parent. Teachers will only release children to adults who are listed on 
the permission form or with written notice that day (i.e. email to the office or a handwritten note passed to 
teacher that morning) or a telephone message passed on via the office staff.  

Enriching activities  

Over the next week or two we are pleased to offer a number of exciting activities for the children. The staff 
will be arranging the best times to fit these in, but we have sessions lined up with the NSPCC focussing on 
‘Stay Safe, Speak Out’ – a range of age-appropriate activities designed to help the children feel confident and 
safe.  

Dorset Music Hub are also supporting the school with a music-themed day of activities that the staff will be 
sharing with the children. 

Finally, next week it is the Dorset School Games ‘Move It’ week and the children will have the chance to 
engage with a number of activities designed to promote a healthy lifestyle. The children will receive an 
‘Activity Passport’ with a host of suggestions for them to try, in addition to online dance sessions and 
challenges in school over the next few weeks.  

September Information 

The staff and I are putting the finishing touches to plans for September and will hope to share these with you 
next week. They will include some of the things we have discussed with you such as drop-off and collection 
routines and the arrangements for PE kits. We are keen to put into place arrangements that keep the best of 
what works, but also meets the needs of the whole community – and most importantly, work for everyone. 
Needless to say that any changes we do make will be closely monitored and regularly reviewed to check they 
are working. Where things need tweaking or changing, we will definitely do so. 

Thanks for your patience – I know many of you are eagerly anticipating the updates so you can begin 
preparing for the new school year already. 

Staff News 
As we head into the last part of the school year, and think about sending our wonderful year 4 children on 
their way, we will also be saying farewell to a number of well-loved members of staff.  

Firstly, after 9 years with us, Mrs Al-Masri will be heading off to pastures new as she moves onto another 
school to take on a new challenge. She has been a wonderful member of staff here and has seen a large 
number of Hampreston children pass through her care. As assistant headteacher for a number of years, Mrs 
Al-Masri has been instrumental in leading the school and I am personally very grateful for her support when 
I joined the school.  
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Also leaving us to start a new adventure is Mrs Wainewright, who has tirelessly served the community here 
for 22 years as both teacher and, latterly, SENCO. She has been instrumental in the development of our SEND 
provision in recent years and has seen countless children flourish due to her amazing teaching.  

Both Mrs Al-Masri and Mrs Wainewright will be sorely missed by staff, children and parents alike and so many 
people owe them a great debt of gratitude for their compassion, support and faithfulness over so many years. 
I know you will join me in wishing them both the very best in their new endeavours and send them off in true 
Hampreston fashion. 

This does leave us with a number of vacancies at the school and I am delighted to let you know of a number 
of changes to staffing for September. Our amazing Mrs Richardson will be adding the role of SENCO to her 
assistant headship and I am confident that she will do a brilliant job, picking up where Mrs Wainewright has 
left off and continuing to support children with SEND across the school.  

In addition, we will also welcome Miss Snewin back to the school as she joins the teaching staff from 
September. Miss Snewin completed her teacher training with us last year and we are thrilled she will once 
again be back at Hampreston.  

Finally, you may spot a new face in the office in the near future as Mrs Bentley joins Mrs Pitchforth in the 
office. I know you will help to welcome all our new staff to the school in due course and look forward to more 
exciting times ahead.  

 

 
Since we are almost at the longest day of the year, it makes sense that this weekend I will be celebrating a 
belated Christmas with family – including turkey and everything! I hope you all manage to have an equally 
brilliant weekend, albeit perhaps a little less strange! Keep safe everyone. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher 
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This Week: 

To help support you at home and to spark conversations about learning, here is what the children 
have been covering this week. 
 

 English Mathematics 
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This week in Reception Class, we read What the 
Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson as our English 
story. Then we drew maps and labelled the farm 
animals and buildings. We wrote wanted posters for 
Lanky Len and Hefty Hugh who were the robbers in 
our story. We then did lots of ladybird activities 
including learning about the life cycle of a ladybird. 

In maths, we have been learning to half object and 
numbers we did this by fairly splitting the fruit at our 
snack time, using counters and on two fives frames. 
We also did ladybirds spots for number 
corresponding to 10. 
 We have had a very exciting week as half of our 
tadpoles turned into frogs, we were also given a 
lovely gift of caterpillars to grow into butterflies too. 
The children are also getting really good at sitting for 
longer periods of time, they will be ready for Year 1 
very shortly! 
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This week in literacy, Year 1 have completed some 
independent writing, based on an adventure to a 
chosen destination. The children enjoyed this 
creative opportunity - they even stunned me by 
requesting to continue their writing through 
lunchtime!  In phonics, we have covered the ‘dge’ 
blend.  

This week in maths, the children have learnt to tell 
the time to the hour and half past the hour.  Year 1 
confidently came up with events that last 
approximately an hour or a minute. They were also 
quick to spot my mistake when I accidentally drew 
the hour and minute hands the same length! The 
children have grasped this topic with impressive 
speed.  
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We have continued to practise basic sentence-
building skills and handwriting, which continue to 
improve. We have worked on using scales and 
balances and on calculating solutions to mental 
maths problems. 

This week in year 2 we have been busy assessing 
children’s maths, reading and writing ability. 
Teachers do this all the time, but we sometimes ask 
children to show us what they can do in a more 
formal setting. All the class have worked hard and 
persevered with work even when finding it difficult. 
This is a great attribute to have! 
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This week the children have been reading and writing 
independently to showcase all the skills they have 
learnt throughout the year and they have done a 
super job. Our reading comprehensions have covered 
a range of skills with the acronym VRICE - understand 
the Vocabulary, Retrieve the answer, Infer the 
meaning, explain the word Choice and Explain the 
actions in the text. We have written our own time 
travelling adventures. Our new spelling pattern is 
when the grapheme ‘ou’ makes the sound ‘u’ (as in 
‘touch’). 

The children are finishing their unit on fractions now, 
and we have just introduced them to a unit on Time. 
The more often you can support your child with this 
at home, the better! As well as times tables, we are 
aiming to improve general maths fluency, so we are 
working hard on number bonds to 10, 20 and 100, 
doubling and halving and mental addition and 
subtraction; again your regular help here would be so 
beneficial! Thank you.  
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This week we have been looking at the ancient story 
of Rhodopis, widely considered to be the origin of the 
Cinderella story. The children have interrogated the 
story and compared it to the modern version, 
thought carefully about the language that the author 
has used, written detailed accounts of Rhodopis’s 
story using inferential language and debated about 
whether the story is a happy or a sad one. 

In maths we have been looking closely at statistics. 
The children have used data sets to create 
pictographs, bar charts and line graphs. They have 
also interpreted this data and compared it to answer 
word problems.   
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Diary Dates 2020-2021 
 

Summer Term 

Tuesday 22nd June Year 4 Pancake Race 9:00am 

Friday 2nd July ‘Move Up’ Transition Day  

Monday 5th July  Sports Afternoon  

Tuesday 6th July Reserve Sports Afternoon  

Wednesday 7th July Key Stage 2 Performance (dress rehearsal to school) (tbc) 

Thursday 8th July Year 3 Paulton’s Park (tbc) 

Friday 9th July KS2 Production filming 

Monday 12th July KS2 Performance (tbc) 

Tuesday 13th July KS2 Performance (tbc) 

Wednesday 14th July KS2 Performance (tbc) 

Thursday 22nd July Reception & KS1 Disco 5:30 – 6:15pm 
KS2 Disco 6:30 – 7:30pm 

Friday 23rd July Leaver’s Celebration 2:00pm  
Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term Dates for Academic Year 2021-2022 

Autumn Term 2021 

First Day      Monday 6th September 2021 

Half term        Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October 2021 

Last Day     Friday 17th December 2021 

Spring Term 2022 

First Day     Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Half term        Monday 21st February – Friday 25th February 2022 

Last Day     Friday 8th April 2022 

Summer Term 2022 

First Day       Monday 25th April 2022 

Half Term       Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022 

Last Day        Friday 22nd July 2022 

 

In addition, the school will be closed on the following dates for staff training: 

 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 

Friday 3rd September 2021 

TBC 

TBC 

TBC 

 

Monday 2nd May 2022 – Bank Holiday 

   

Thank you. 

  

 


