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Autumn Term 2022 - Newsletter 12 

2nd December 2022 
 

Dear Parents 

December is finally here and with it comes the anticipation of the festive season. The children were delighted 
to see the school transformed on Thursday and a huge thank you to the staff for all working hard to dress 
the school ready for Christmas. Our thanks also go to Haskins for the very generous donation of a wonderful 
tree once again this year! 

Christmas Post Box 
The Christmas Post Box is now in place and will be open next week for children to use.  To help the Year 4 
‘elves’, the post box will be open between Monday 5th December – Monday 12th December only, to ensure 
plenty of time for cards to be sorted and to safely reach their recipients. 

We usually have a significant number of cards send each year and kindly ask that cards are do not have 
chocolates or sweets attached. This will make storing and sorting the huge number of cards easier, and help 
to ensure that they make it to their intended people in one piece. It is also important as we wish to protect 
any children with allergies. 

Finally – don’t forget to add last names or initials, and classes to the envelopes as there are lots of children 
with similar names. 

Carols by Candlelight 
Our Key Stage 2 Carols by Candlelight service will be held at All Saints’ Hampreston on Tuesday 6th December 
at 5pm. The children have been preparing to lead a traditional carol service with songs both old and new and 
are very excited. This is a wonderful opportunity to come together as a community and really get into the 
Christmas spirit. The staff and Year 3 and 4 children look forward to you joining us to share this service and 
join in with a range of carols. 

Save the Children, Christmas Jumper Day – Thursday 8th December 

Since 2012, millions of people like you have put 
on their jazziest jumpers for one day in 
December, donated £1 to Save the Children, and 
helped make the world better for children in the 
UK and around the world. 

Thursday 8th December 2022 will be Save the 
Children's 11th Christmas Jumper Day! 

And guess what, it's going to be our best yet. This year, the UK 
government's promised to give the same amount as you give. 
Every time you give £1 to Save the Children, they give £1. 

Double the funds, double the fun!  

With all that extra cash, we have big plans to help mums and 
babies in Kenya. 

You don’t even have to have a Christmas jumper – why not 
‘Christmassify’ another jumper, t-shirt or even a hairband? That 
way you could donate even more instead? 

  



 

Midday Supervisor Vacancy 

We are advertising for a midday supervisor position within the school. This is a key role for us and we would 
welcome anyone keen to be involved in the life of the school to apply. Details can be found on the school 
website and on the DorsetForYou website. For more details, why not give the office a call? If you know of 
anyone who may be interested, please put them in touch. Thanks. 

Sticky Questions 

Don’t forget to look out for this week’s Sticky Question coming home on your child. Please do 
take the opportunity to talk this through with your child during the weekend.  

Weekly Presentation Prizes 

At Hampreston, we want every single child to be proud of the way they present their work in their books.  
This week we were most impressed with the excellent effort made by the following children:  

Rec – Florence 
Y1 – Amelie 

Y2 - Eli 
Y3 – Joel 
Y4 -Freya 

Who will it be next week? 

All Saints Church, Hampreston 

As a school, we love to support our local church, All Saints. At this very special time of year, 
the church wanted to make everyone aware of their Christmas events and services. While 
we are always careful not to bombard families with leaflets and flyers, the children have 
come home with these today. If you are looking for a way to mark the festive period, why 
not come along to All Saints? 

PTA News 
 

Christmas Jumpers Sale 
Everyone needs a Christmas Jumper!  
Jumpers will be on sale in the playground at pick-up time TODAY. 

Staff News 

Finally, as we near the end of the autumn term, we are very sad to announce that Miss Craddock will be 
leaving us. She has been offered a wonderful opportunity to begin a master’s degree in pursuit of her 
aspiration to become an Educational Psychologist. Since joining the school, Miss Craddock has established 
herself as such a wonderful and caring member of staff and has really helped to make the EYFS an amazing 
place to be. I know that the children will miss her and you will join the staff in wishing her the very best for 
her future! 

With Miss Craddock leaving us, I am delighted to say that we have held a very successful round of applications 
and from a very strong field, we will be welcoming a new teacher to the school in January – Mrs Ella Jarman. 
Mrs Jarman and her family are moving into Dorset this Christmas and we are thrilled that she will be joining 
our family. Over the next few weeks, the children in EYFS will have the opportunity to meet her as she takes 
over the reins in Reception; I know you will be keen to meet her too, and we will be sure to give you the 
chance in the new year.  
 

Doubtless, this weekend will be a busy one, filled with preparations and excitement. Whether you are putting 
up the decs or enjoying the calm before the storm, I hope you have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr. T. Williams 

Headteacher  

https://jobs.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/school-support-staff-schools-midday-supervisor-fixed-term-hampreston-ce-va-first-school/33718.job


 

This Week: 

To help support you at home and to spark conversations about learning, here is what the children 
have been covering this week. 
 
 
 

 English Mathematics 

EY
FS

 

As we're heading towards the festive season, this week 
Reception have been looking at the story 'Stickman' by 
Julia Mcdonaldson. We've also learnt lots of new sounds 
this week: /ch/sh/th/ng/. Well done Reception! 
 
 
 

In maths this week, we have been recapping some of our 
previous learning of shapes, numbers 1-5 and pattern 
making. In our new learning, we have focussed on adding 
'one more' and subtracting 'one less'; we have done this in 
our indoors classroom with our maths resources, but also 
outside with leaves, sticks and stones. Great job Reception 
mathematicians! 

Ye
ar

 1
 

This week in English we have been reading ‘Dear Father 
Christmas’ and looking at the structure of the letters that 
Holly and Father Christmas wrote to each other. We then 
planned our own letters to Father Christmas thinking 
about the information we need to include and not just 
writing a list of presents we would like. 

In maths this week we told each other subtraction stories, 
for example, ‘first there were 5 chocolates on the tree, 
then a cheeky elf ate 3, now there are 2 left.’ We then put 
these stories into part-whole models and then into 
number sentences, ensuring we always start with whole/ 
biggest number first. 
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In English this week we have continued to re-tell the story 
of Dogger and have designed a missing poster for him. The 
children have thought carefully about the adjectives 
needed to describe him and explained his favourite 
activities from the story.  
 
 

In Maths this week we have finished our addition and 
subtraction unit by solving missing number sentences and 
comparing number sentences. We have also started our 
unit on shape, the children have had fun looking at and 
comparing 2-D and 3-D shapes. 
 

Ye
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 The children have loved being in role this week. Looking at 

dialogue and playscripts, the children had to be in 
character, following stage directions and to perform using 
a clear, loud voice. I really enjoyed watching these! 

In maths we continued with multiplication but looking at 4s 
and 8s and the link between them. I have been really 
impressed with the children's understanding and being able 
to show me how to group and share.  

Ye
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This week the children have been looking at fables. They 
have thought about the morals that fables contain and the 
characters that feature in them. We then brought these 
characters to life using correctly written dialogue. 
 

This week’s maths learning has been all about 
multiplication and division. The children have looked in 
more detail at the 11 and 12 times tables; what happens 
when you multiply and divide a number by 1 or 0 and how 
to correctly multiply 3 different single-digit numbers. 

 

  



 

 
 
 

Diary Dates 2022-2023 
 

Autumn Term 

Tuesday 6th December KS2 Carols by Candlelight 

Thursday 8th December Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 9th December PTA Mufti Day for Chocolate Tombola 

Monday 12th December EYFS/KS1 Nativity 
Tuesday 13th December Image Musical Theatre 

EYFS/KS1 Nativity 
Thursday 15th December Christmas Party Afternoon 

PTA Christmas Fair 
Friday 16th December Christingle Service 1pm 

Last day of term 

Spring Term 

Tuesday 3rd January INSET DAY 
Friday 3th February Big Me Day  
Tuesday 7th February Internet Safety Day 
Friday 10th February Healthy School Day & Walk-2-School Morning 

Half term begins 
Half Term 

Monday 20th February School Opens 
Friday 31st March Easter Service 1pm 

Last day of term 

Summer Term 

Monday 17th April Proposed INSET Day 
Friday 26th May Healthy School Day & Fun Run 

Half term begins 
Half Term 

Monday 5th June School Opens 
Wednesday 7th June Class Portraits 
Friday 30th June Sports Day 
Friday 21st July Leavers Service 2pm 

Year Ends 

 


